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A Letter from M r William Nicolfon, to the Reve- 
rend Mr Walker, Mailer of University Coll : 
in Oxford; concerning a Runic Infer! ption at 
Beaucaftle. 

*IS now high time to make good my promife of 
giving you a more perfect Account of our two Ru- 
nic Infcriptions at Beau-Cajlle and TSridekirk. The for- 
mer is fallen into fuch an untoward part of our Country, 
and io far out or the common Road, that I could not 
much fooner have either an opportunity,or the Courage 
to look after it. I was aflur'd by the Curate of the place, 
(a Perfon of good fence & Learning in greater matters,} 
that the Characters were fo miferably worn out fince 
the Lord William Howards time, ( by whom they were 
communicated to S r //.£/>e/OTa«,&meiitioned by Wormius, 
Mon.Dan.1p.161,) that they were now wholly defaced, 
and nothing to be met with worth my while^ The former 
part of this Relation I found to be true : for ftho" it ap- 
pears that the forementioned Infcription has bin much 
larger then Wormius has given it, yet) 'tis at prefect fo 
far^loft, that, infixorfevenlines, none of the Chara&ers 
are fairly difcernable, fave only n'P ■£ h R ; and thefe too 
are incoherent, and at great diftance from each other, 
However, this Epyftilium Crucis (as S r H. Spelman, in 
his Letter to Wormius, has called it,) is to this day a 
noble Monument ; and highly merits the View of a Cu- 
rious Antiquary. The beft account, S r , lam able to 
give you of it, be p'eafed to take as follows. 

'Tis one entire Free-Stone of about five yards in 
height.-wafhed over(as theFont at BridekirkJ) with a white 
oyly Cement, to preferve it the better from the injuries 
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of time and weather. The figure of it inclines t&- 
a fquare Pyramid,- each fide whereof is near two foot 
broad at the bottom, but upwards more tapering. On 
the Weft fide of the Stone, we have three fair Draughts, 
which evidently enough manifeftthe Monument to be 
Chriftian. The Loweft of thefe represents the Pourtrai- 
jfture of a Layman j with an Hawk, or Eagle, perch' d 
on his Arm. Over his head are the forementioned 
jruines of the Lord Howard's Infcription. Next to theie, 
the Picture of fome Apoftle, Saint, or other Holy man , 
fn a facerdotal Plabit, with a Glory round his Head. 
On the top fta-nds the Effigies of the B. V. with the 
Babe in her Arms -, and both their Heads encircled with 
Glories as before. 

On the North we have a great deal of Checquer- 
work ; fubfcribed with the following Chara&ers, fairly 
legible. 

|| rtiJa + f BtiRfi X |f 



Upon the firft fight of thefe Letters, I greedily ventured 
to read them fiynburu : and was wonderfully pleafed to 
fancy, that this word thus fingly written, mufl necel- 
farily betoken the final extirpation and Burial of the 
Magical Rune in. thefe parts, reafonably hoped for, upon 
the Converfion of the Danes to the ChriftianFaith. For, 
that the Danes were antiently, as well as fome of the 
Laplanders at prefent, grofs Idolaters and Sorcerers, is 
beyond Controverfy ; and I could not but remember, 
that all our Hiftorians tell us, that they brought their Pa* 
ganifm along with them into this Kingdome. And there- 
rore'twas not very difficuhVfto imagine that they might 
for fome time practiie their Hocus tricks here in the 
North} where they were molt numerous and leaft difturb- 
ed. This conceit was the more heightened, by reflect- 
ing upon the natural, fuperftition of our Borderers at 
this day j who are much better acquainred with, and do 
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more firmly believe,, their old Legendary ftories of 
Fayries and Witches, then the Articles of their Creed. 
And to convince me yet further that they are not utter 
Grangers to the Blac\Atts of their forefathers, I acci- 
dentally met with a Gentleman in the neighbourhood, 
who (hewed me a Book of Spells and Magical Receipts, 
taken ftwo or three days before) in the pocket of one 
of out Mo fs -Troopers : wherein, among many other con- 
juring Feats, was prefcribed a certain Remedy for an 
Ague, by applying a few barbarous Characters to the 
Body of the party diftempered. Thefe, methought,were 
very near akin to Wormius'% KAMRUNER; which , 
he (ays, differed wholly in figure and (hape from the 
common Runce. For, though he tells us, that theie J^am- 
tuner were fo called, to quo d Mole jlia,s y dolor es, morbof- 
que hifee infiigere intimitis foliti fint Magi ; yet his great 
friend Jrng: Jonas, more to our purpofe, fays that- His 
etiamufifunt ad benefaciendum, juvandum, Medicandum 
famanimi quam Corporis mar bis ; atque adipfos Cacodce- 
mones pellendos S3 fugandos, I (hall not trouble you with, 
a draught of this Spell; becaufe I have not yet had an 
opportunity of learning, whether it may notbe an ordi- 
nary one, and to be met with (among others of the 
lame nature) in Par ace ljus ox Cornelius Agrippa. 

If this eonje&ure be not allowable j I have, S r , one 
more whk£h (it may be) you will think more plaufible 
then the former. For if,inftead of making the third 
and fourth Letters to be two K K. M. H. we IhouldTuppofs 
them to be +.-Y. E. E. the word will then be Ryeeburu; 
which I take to fignify, in the old Danijh Language, C«- 
miterium, or Cadaverum Sepulchrum. - For, tho the true 
oldftunic word for Cadaver be dually written *RA+ Hrae; 
yet the //may, without any violence to the Orthogra- 
P u y ?i hat tou S ae > be omitted at pleafure ,• and the a 
the diflereoceoFfpeiling the word, here at Beaucajlle^nA 
on iome of the ragged Monuments in Denmark will not 
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be great. And for the Countenancing of this latter 
Reading, I think the above mentioned. Cbecquer rvor^ 
may be very available : fince in that we have a notable 
Emblem ofthe Tumuli, or burying places of the An- 
tients. (Not to mention the early cuftome of erecting 
Croffesand Crucifixes in Church-yards: which perhaps, 
being well weighed, might prove another encourage- 
ment to this fecond Reading.) I know the Checquer to 
be the Arms of the Vaux's, otDe Fatiibus, the old Ero- 
prietours of this part ofthe North,- but that, I prefume, 
will make nothing for our turn.Becaufe this & the other 
carved work on the Crofs, muft of neceffity be allow'd, 
to bear a more antient date then any of the Remains of 
that Name and Family ,- which cannot be run up higher' 
then the Conqueft. 

Gn the Eaft we have nothing but a few Flourishes, 
Draughts of Birds, Grapes and other Fruits: all which 
I take to be no more then the Statuary's Fancy. 

On the South, Flourilhes and conceits, as before, and 
Sowards the bottom, the following decay'd Infcription. 



The Defe&s inthis fhort piece are fufficient to difcourage 
me from attempting to expound it. But £poffibly; i£ 
mayi>e read thus- 

Gag Ubbo Erlat, i. e. 
Latrones Vbbo Vicit, 

I confefs this has no Affinity (at leaft, being thus in- 
terpreted) with the foregoing Infcription : but/may well 
enough hit with the manners ofboth antient and mo- 
dern Inhabitants of this Town and Country. 

Upon your pardon and Corredion, S r , of the Im per- 
tinencies and Miftakesia this„ which I fha'U humbly hope 

fox) 



for,) I fhall trouble you with my further obfervations on 
the Font at Bridekirk ; and to all your other Commands 
fhall pay that ready obedience which becomes, 

Carlile, Tour moft obliged and 

Nov. 2. Faithfull Servant 

i<$8j. WILL. NICOLSON. 



A Letter from Mr Nicotfon to S* W m . Dugdale ; 
concerning a Runic Infcription on the Font at 
Bridekirk, 
Hon d . S r , Cdrlihi Nov. 23, \6%$* 

MY Worthy and good Lord, our Bifhop, was lately 
pleafedto acquaint me, that you were defirous 
to have my thoughts of the Infcription on the Font at 
Bridekirk. in this County. lam, S r , extremely confcious 
of the rafhnefs of bringing any thing of mine to the 
view of fo decerning an Antiquary; but, withal, very 
tender of difobeying fo great and worthy a Perfon. I 
know you were pleafed to make your own obfervations 
upon it, in your Vifitation of thefe parts, when Norroy : 
and I mail hope that you will give me an opportunity of 
rectifying, by yours, my following conjectures. 

1. The Fabrick of this Monument does, I think, fairly- 
enough evince that 'tis Chriftian ; and that it is now ufed 
to the fame purpofe for which it 'twas at firft defigned!. 
M r Cambden ftho' not acquainted with the Characters of 
the Infcription, yet) feems to fancy thus much r, and, for 
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proof of his opinion, brings a notable Quotation oat of 
S c Vaulinns'% Epiftles. But be needed not to have lent 
us fo far off for a Voucher ,• if he had taken good notice 
of the Imagery on the Eaft fide of this ftone; as I doubt 
not, S r , hut you have done. We have there, fairly re- 
presented, a perfon in a long Sacerdotal Habit dipping a 
Child into the water; and a Dove fthe Embleme, no 
doubt, of the H. Gbofi,) hovering over the Infant. Now, 
S r , I need not acquaint you, that the Sacrament of Bap- 
tifrn was antiently adminiftered by plunging into the 
water, in the Weftern as well as Eaftern parts of the 
Church j and that the -Gothic word &AnnQ/U>l (Mar, 
1. 8. And Luc. 3. 7. and 12.) the German word tavern, 
the Danijb JBV1)0, and the Belgic UOOpCtT, doe as clearly 
make out that pra$:ife, as the Greeks word B«7rf<£< a : Nor, 
that they may ail feem to be deriv'd from[^Vl«^] another 
word of the lame Language and figniflcation • and are 
evidently akin to our Englijh $>ip, %>zzp, and itlptty- In- 
deed our Saxon Anceftors expreffed the Action of Bap- 
tifm by a word of a different Import from the reft. For, 
in the forementioned place of S c Marl(s Gofpell, their 
Translation has the Text thus: Iceop pulhje on paecepe. 
he eo? puILS on hal^iim 5a pee 7 j, e# £ &9 V0J % Baptist ; 
illevos Spiritu SanUoBapti^abit. Where the word puHian 
or -pullrgean fignifies only limply Lavare: whence the 
Latin word FuUo, and our Fuller have their Original. 
But from hence to conclude that the Saxons di<f riot 
ufe dipping in the Sacrament of Baptifm, is fomewhat 
too harm an Argument. 

:%. There are other Draughts on the North and Weft 
fide of the Font,, which may very probably make for our 
purpofe : but with thefe (as not thoroughly undemand- 
ing them, and having not had an opportunity of getting 
them drawn in paper) I fhail not trouble you at pre- 
ie n t. 

3. On 
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3. On the South fide of the (tone we have the Infcrip- 
tion ; which I have taken care accurately to write out. 
And 'tis as follows : 



pi': Yf : R D ?*&•! ^R? ?: BRfrP£- 1 

Now , thefe kind of Characters are well enough known, 
(fince Ql. Wormim's great Induftry in snaking us ac- 
quainted with the Liter atura %unua) } to have bm chiefly 
ufed by the Pagan Inhabitants of Denmark^ Sweden^ and 
the other Northern Kingdomes,- and the Danes are 
laid to have fwarmed moftly in thefe parts of our Jjland. 
Which two considerations ieem weighty enough to per* 
fwade any man, at firffc fight, to conclude that the Font 
is a Danijh Monument. But then on the other hand, 
we are fufficiently aiTured, that the Heathen Saxons did 
alio make ufe of thefe Hunts-, as is plainly evident from 
the frequent mention of Rimcpaepcijen and Ruiif-sapapin 
many of the Monuments of that Nation, both in Print 
and Manufcriptftill to be met with. Befides , we muft 
not forget that both Danes and Saxons are indebted 
to this Kingdom for this Chriftianity : and therefore 
thus far, their pretentions to z.'Runic (ChriftianJ Monu- 
ment may be thought equal. Indeed fome of the Let- 
ters (as B, 2 and "%) feem purely Saxon s being not to 
be met with among Wormius'% many Alphabets : and the 
words themfelves (if I miftake them not) come nearer to 
the Antient Saxon Dialed:, then the Danijh. However , 
let the Infcription fpeak for it felf.' and I queftion not 
but 'twill convince any competent and judicious Reader 
that 'tis Danijh. Thus therefore I have ventured to read 
and explain it :■ 

Er E^ard ban men egraften, and to dps men red wet 
Taner men brogten. i. e. 

Here Ekardvtzs converted ; and to this Mans Example 
were the Danes brought. There 
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There are only two things in the Infcription (thus Inter- 
preted) that will need an Explanation. 

i. Who this Ek&rd was ? And this is indeed a Que- 
ftion of that Difficulty, that I confefs, I am not able 
exactly to anfwer it. The proper name it felf is ordi- 
nary enough in the Northern Hiftories ; though Va- 
rioufly written: As, Echardus, Ecbinardus, Eginardus, 
Ecardus, and Eckhardus. Tis certainly a name of Va- 
lour, as all others of the like Termination } fuch as, 
Bernhardt Ever bard, Gothard, J{einbard, &c. So that, 
it may well become a General, or other great officer 
in the Danijh Army : and fuch we have juft reafon to 
believe him to have been, who is here drawn into an 
example for the reft of his Countreymen. Our Hifto- 
rians are not very particular in their accounts ot the 
feveral Incurlions and Victories of the Danes j and 
their own writers much more imperfect : and therefore, 
in cafes of this nature, we muft content our felves with 
probable conjectures. 

2. Han men egroUen ; which, rendered Verbatim, is 
Have men turnd, i. e, was turnd. A phrafe, to this 
day, very familiar inmoft dialects of the antient Celtic 
tongue j though loft in our Englijh. In the High-Da^£ 
'tis efpecially ^obvious ; as, Man Saget, Man hatgefagt, 
"Man lohet, &c. And the French Imperfonals [On ait, 
On fait, S^c.) are of the fame ftrain ; and evident Ar- 
guments that the Teutonic and Gaulijb Tongues were 
antiently near akin. 

The Characters % -f and ^ are manifeft Abbrevia- 
tions of feveral Letters into one: of which fort we have 
great variety of examples in feveral of Worniius's Books : 
And fuch I take the Letter £) to be, inftead of l and f $ 
and not the Saxon t). I muft believe "1 to be borrowed 
from the Saxons : and ? I take to be a corruption of 
their f or W. The reft has little of Difficulty in it. 
Only the Language of the whole feems a mixture of 
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the Damjh and Saxon tongues ; but that can be no other 
then the natural effed of the two Nations being jumbl- 
ed together in this part of the World. Our Borderers, 
to this day, fpeak a Leafli of Languages (Brittijli, Saxon, 
and Danijh) in one ; and 'tis hard to determine, which 
of thofe three nations has thegreateft mare in the Mot- 
ly Breed. 

Tour, &c. W. N. 



An account of the Latitude of Conftantinople, and 
Rhodes, Written by the Learned M? John 
Greaves, fometime Profejjvr of Aftronomy in the 
Vmverfityof0^ord,anddirecl€d to the mofi Re- 
verend James Usiher, Arch-Bifhop of Armagh. 

UPON Intimation of your Graces defires, and up- 
on importunity of fome Learned Men, having 
finiftied a Table, as a key to your Graces exquifite dif- 
quifition, touching Ajia properly fo called j I thought 
my felf obliged to give both you and them a reafon, why 
in the fituation of Byzantium, and the IJland Jtyodits* 
fwhich two eminent places I have made the -zB^^y^S. 
and bounds of the Chart,) I duTent from the traditions 
of the : Antients, and from the Tables of our late and 
beft Geographers, and cojifequently diffenting in theie, 
have been neceffitated to alter the Latitudes, if not 
Longitudes, ofmoft of the remarkable City's of this dif- 
courfe. And firft for Byzantium, the received Latitude 
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